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ICCS Director
Joyce C.H. Liu

Foreword

Since the International Center for Cultural
Studies (ICCS)beganimplementing the first
five-year phase ofthe Ministry of Education’s
“Featured Areas Research Center” program under
the Higher Education Sprout Project in 2018, the
phenomena arising fromglobal migration —
Including immigrants, migrant workers, refugees,
and stateless persons — as well as the conditions
of unequal citizenship produced by international
and domestic political forces, have remained
among the Center's core research concerns.

The twenty-first century is an era of intense
human mobility. As of 2024, the number of interna-
tional migrants worldwide has reached 304 million
— an Increase of over one hundred million compared
tothe 174 million recorded in 2000, and nearly four
times the figure of 77 million in 1960.

This rapid growth In transnational migration
reflects two overlapping forces: refugees fleeing
war and conflict, and migrant workers displaced
by the movements of global capital. Having left
theirhomelandstolive and labor elsewhere,
these Individuals become “non-citizens,” rendered
vulnerable to exploitation, discrimination, and
violence, and frequently unable to exercise their
most basic humanrights. Their presence also
generates profound social tensions in receiving
socleties. In contexts where communities are
Ill-equipped to absorb such globally driven trans-

formations, the exclusionary logic of citizenship
politics tends to intensify quasi-colonial structures
of internal marginalization and oppression —
making critical analysis of global labor extraction
all the more urgent.

Taiwan's own social realities compel us to
pursue these questions with particular urgency.
As of early 2025, the number of migrant workers
In Taiwan has surpassed 870,000 — exceeding
the total indigenous population of 629,000 — and
migrant domestic caregivers now account for
nearly forty percent of the caregiving workforce in
that sector. These workers come primarily from
Indonesia, Viethnam, the Philippines, and Thaliland,
and are employed across manufacturing, construc-
tion, fisheries, and domestic care. Though present
In virtually every corner of Taiwanese society, they
frequently endure conditions of exploitation border-
Ing on servitude — circumstances that demand a
searching examination of the unjust laws, Iinstitu-
tional arrangements, and social attitudes embed-
ded In Taiwan's industrial structure and civil society.

While official statistics record only a small
number of stateless persons In Taiwan, a consid-
erably larger population exists in legal grey zones:
descendants of Nationalist army veterans who
settled in Burma, children of some Southeast
Aslan marriage migrants, overseas students from
Thailland and Burma, Tibetans, and children born




In Talwan to stateless parents. These individuals
— lacking formal citizenship and occupying
precarious legal positions — constitute another
vulnerable population that the Center has long
sought to address.

The overarching title of our program — Conflict,
Justice, Decolonization — signals the orientations
that guide our work: analyzing the “conflicts” gener-
ated by asymmetrical power relations; advocating
for those rendered voiceless by the limits of legal
frameworks, whose situation constitutes an ongo-
INng “Injustice”; and critiquing and dismantling the
colonial structures that persist through unreason-
able institutional arrangements — what we call
‘epistemological decolonization.”

During the first five-year phase, in addition to
partnering with local NGOs to examine issues
Including transnational labor migration, the human
rights of offshore fishery workers, global supply
chains and forced labor, refugees and stateless-
ness, the conditions of migrant workers during the
COVID-19 pandemic, and migrant arts activism,
the Center also secured funding from the Consor-
tium of Humanities Centers and Institutes (CHCI)
for a three-year Global Humanities Institute (GHI)
grant under the project title “Migration, Logistics,
and Unequal Citizenship in Global Context.” This
Initiative brought together interdisciplinary schol-
ars from local and transnational contexts, twelve
International academic institutions, thirty-six
senior international scholars, twenty-four early-ca-
reer transnational researchers, as well as NGO
and community-based organizations, legal practi-
tioners, and human rights groups. Collectively, we
examined the structural factors underlying the
unequal treatment experienced by the rapidly

growing transnational migrant labor force in receiv-
Ing countries, and explored pathways toward redress.

The second five-year phase extends and
deepens the research of the first, focusing more
iIntensively on mobile populations and the unequal
conditions they face within configurations of
geopolitical economy. Our concerns encompass
migrantworkers'laborrights, theinhumane
treatment of offshore fishery workers, human
trafficking, forced labor, and the situations of
refugees and stateless persons. We investigate
the structural factors that produce inequality —
Including the exclusionary mechanisms of citizen-
ship politics, the subordinate position of women,
logistics governance In special economic zones,
transnational criminal networks, cross-border
supply chains and labor brokerage systems,
states of legal exception, and the intersections
and conflicts between international and domestic
law. Methodologically, we draw on critical legal
studies to advance humanrights protection,
explore the spatial agency through which mobile
personscreate new forms of belonging, and
actively Iintervene In the reimagination of “citizen-
ship” itself. Beyond analyzing how existing struc-
tures of unequal power produce marginalization,
this research also aligns with the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals — contributing to
quality education (SDG 4), gender equality (SDG
5), reduced inequalities within and among coun-
tries (SDG 10), peace, justice, and strong institu-
tions (SDG 16), and partnerships for the goals
(SDG 17) — In pursuit of an inclusive, equitable,
and mutually sustaining society.

-2



The specific issues we address include:

1. The precarious conditions and legal dimensions facing
mobile laborers and stateless persons: land-based migrant
workers' rights, offshore fishery workers' rights, women migrant
workers, statelessness and refugee issues, refugees In countries
without refugee legislation, forced labor, human trafficking and
transnational criminal organizations, human rights protection, and
legal grey zones.

2. Logistics and infrastructure: labor supply chains and brokerage
systems; port cities, export processing zones, offshore financial
centers, tax havens, and flags of convenience; spatial zoning and
special economic zones.

3. Spatial and artistic creation by mobile persons: mobile
persons' rights to space and belonging; musical communities and
cultural expression among migrant populations.

4. Reconceptualizing "citizenship” andthe commoning of
space: co-citizenship, processes of civicization, and the democ-
ratization of borders (drawing on Etienne Balibar's concepts of
co-citizenship, civil process, and democratizing borders), as well
as the commoning of cities and shared spaces.

This modest volume presents the interim findings of our
research program. We offer it in the hope of casting a stone to
Invite Jade In return — drawing greater attention to these issues
and inspiring wider engagement from all who share our concerns.

Joyce C.H. Liu

Professor Emerita / Director
International Center for Cultural Studies,
National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University, Taiwan




Migration, Unequal Citizens, and Critical Legal Studies

Sub-project Principal Investigator Yu-Fan Chiu Foreword

Yu-Fan Chiu

Professor, School of Law;
“"Migration, Unequal Citizens, and
Critical Legal Studies” Principal
Investigator, Infernational Center
for Cultural Studies,

National Yang Ming Chiao Tung
University, Taiwan

Preface

Since the implementation of the "Employment Service Act” on
8 May 1992, Taiwan has gradually institutionalized its migrant
worker system, formally integrating its labour market into the
broader system of transnational labour mobility and exchange Ir
Asla. By 2026, the number of migrant workers Iin Talwan had riser
to approximately 895,000, accounting for around 7.5 per cent of
the country’'s total employed population. Yet, because of the
multiple disadvantages and forms of discrimination associated with
nationality and immigration status, migrant workers continue to be
treated as an “exploitable source of labor” under a guest-worker
regime characterized by restrictions on sectors of employment,
numerical quotas, and duration of stay.

On 1 May 2019, International Workers' Day, Taiwan’'s National
Immigration Agency changed the stated purpose of residence on
foreign workers’ residence permits to "migrant worker.” In Talwan,
foreign nationals who leave their home countries to work abroad
had conventionally been referred to as “Wai-Lao” (9155), an abbre-
viation for “foreign worker,” which became stigmatized and
acquired discriminatory connotations. The change was therefore
more than a simple shift in terminology; it reflected growing aware-
ness of the longstanding stigmatization of foreign workers in
Talwanese society. Beginning in 2016, “The Reporter” investigated
Talwan’s distant-water fishing industry and published the three-part
series “The Blood-Stained Ocean” between 2016 and 2018. The
series brought the conditions of migrant workers to wider public
attention and heightened concern over their human rights. At the
same time, the labour conditions and human rights of migrant
workers were gaining greater public attention.

Since 2018, when the International Center for Cultural Studies
(ICCS) began implementing the first five-year phase of the Ministry
of Education’'s "Featured Areas Research Center" program under
the Higher Education Sprout Project, it has engaged with diverse
Issues concerning migrant workers in the context of global labour
mobility. Researchers inthe subproject “Migration, Unequal
Citizens, and Critical Legal Studies” approach transnational labour
migration from multiple perspectives, including society, culture, law,




and artistic practice, examining the forms of social inequality that these processes both
reveal and reproduce, with particular emphasis on critical approaches to law. Beginning
with migrant workers’ human rights, the research has gradually expanded, alongside grow-
Ing global attention to transnational supply chains, to address the problems of forced
labour and transnational labour governance revealed within them.

This special publication brings together records of 26 ICCS events held since 2019
under six broad themes: “Migrant Worker Regimes and Transnational Labor Governance,”
‘Migrant Fishers and Human Rights at Sea,” “Global Supply Chains and Forced Labor,”
Refugees, Statelessness, and Unequal Citizenship,” “COVID-19 and Migrant Workers,”
and “Migrant Worker Art and Cultural Activism.” Taken together, these records also trace
the researchers’ sustained engagement, dialogue, and reflection on these issues over the

4

years.

This special publication presents the collective achievements of our work thus far,
while also documenting the encounters and exchanges through which different research
perspectives have intersected and enriched one another. We hope that the accumulation
of these research and practical engagements will foster greater concern for the inequalities
underlying transnational migration and labour, and that these "achievements” will serve as
a starting point for further research, dialogue, and action.




Introduction

International Center for Cultural Studies at

National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University
(ICCS-NYCU)

The International Center for Cultural Studies at
National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University (ICCS-NYCU)
IS a university-level research center established in 2015.
The center adopts an interdisciplinary approach, uniting
researchers and graduate students from diverse fields,
Including cultural studies, social theory, anthropology,
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communication technology, applied arts, literature, histo- 41 = = =
ry, political philosophy, and other related disciplines. Wl :——H =5 )
The theme of ICCS’s current project is"Conflict, ﬁﬁ' ?% ﬂ i- = AN Be
: S S B g ional Yang Ming Chiao Tung Unive: W
Justice, Decolonization: Asia in Transition in the 21st National Yang Ming Ciripg st oo

Century,” which comprises six research clusters: WIMM s
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[

1. The Geopolitics and Cultural Economy of Societal Relations in a New Greater
China

2. The Chip Era and Digital Governance
3. Migration, Unequal Citizenship, and Critical Legal Studies

4. Environmental Crises and Multi-species Justice in the 21st Century: Toward
Decolonization Beyond the Human

5. The Chinese Contemporary: Spiritual Problems, Sentimental Education, and
Historical Narratives

Artistic Intervention and Social Activism



About Migration, Unequal Citizens,

and Critical Legal Studies

This interdisciplinary research cluster belongs
to the MOE SPROUT 2.0 “Conflict, Justice, Decol-
onization 2.0: Asia in Transition in the 21st Centu-
ry,” operated by the lnternational Center for
Cultural Studies, National Yang Ming Chiao Tung
University, Taiwan.

According to the United Nations Statistics
Division (UNSD), the total number of international
migrantshadamountedto2/72millionin
mid-2019, up from 173 million in 2000. Compared
to 70 million international migrants in 1960, the
figure has increased by 200 million. Among the
total number of international migrants, about 100
million international migrants were from Asia, and
83 million were migrating within Asia. Most coun-
tries in Asia still practice exclusionary politics of
citizenship. The migrant workers and stateless
persons suffer severe discrimination and even
Inhuman treatment because of their non-citizen
status.

The first five-year ICCS project, “Unequal
Citizens and Legal Reforminthe Inter-Asian
Context” (2018-2022), has discussed the theme of
“Conflict, Justice, and Decolonization” to under-
stand the crux of the problem from the scene of
soclal conflict from the perspective of transnation-
al migrationandlabormobility. Ourshared
concernsinclude the different forms of social
conflict and inequality in third-world countries
within the global context. We paid particular atten-
tion to the Issues of refugees, mobile laborers,
stateless persons, and human trafficking under
mass migration. We discussed the formation of
severely excluded discrimination, oppression, and

violence as expressed in laws and institutions in
different societies. However, the international
labor migration under globalization constantly
faces exploitation, forced labor, and human
trafficking, particularly in Asia-Pacific.

The second five-year project (2023-2027) will
focus on analyzing the forced labor risks in the
global supply chain and addressing effective
practices for eliminating forced labor, including
law enforcement strategy. Our project will contin-
ue to deepen the transnational cooperation with
research institutions, research scholars, and
non-governmental organizations to develop more
significant contributions to labor rights and access
to Jjustice for migrant workers, stateless popula-
tions, and undocumented workers. We orient our
project toward a critical legal study in terms of
empirical cases and emancipatory articulation of
particular fundamental concepts, including citizen-
ship.




Sub-project Researchers

2019-2026

Joyce C.H. Liu

Principal Investigator

Director, International
nstitute for Cultural Studies. NYCU

RESEARCH INTERESTS

¢ Flags of Convenience, Offshore Financial Centre, and 21st-Century

Maritime Capitalism;

¢ The New World Order of Digital Tianxia and its Global Impacts;

¢ A Critical Genealogy of the Logistics of the Forced Migratory Labor in
the Asian Mediterranean Sea;

¢ Trans-local Critical Curations and Video Essays

Yu-fan Chiu

Professor
School of Law, NYCU

RESEARCH INTERESTS

¢ | egal Protection of Digital Remote Labor Relations in the Post-
Epidemic Era: Perspective of The Intersection of Individual and
Collective Labor Law, Gender Equality and Competition Law;

¢ A Legal and Policy Study on Human Rights Protection in Corporate
Supply Chains and the Elimination of Forced Labor

Meil-Lin Pan

Professor, Department of Humanities and
Soclal Sciences, NYCU

RESEARCH INTERESTS

¢ "Interpreting” the Model of Taiwan's Semiconductor Industry;
¢ Refugees in Countries without Refugee Laws

Bonny Ling

Executive Director of Work Better Innovations

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Challenges Faced by Taiwanese SMEs in Eliminating Forced Labor

Ya-Wen Yang

Assistant Research Professor, Institutum
lurisprudentiae, Academia Sinica

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Exploitation, Unfree Labor, and Border Regimes

LEUNG Yuk-ming Lisa

Assoclate professor in the Department of
Cultural Studies at the Lingnan University

H:

\ \/

Media and Cultural Studies, Postcolonial Discourse,
Gender and Cultural ldentity, Global-Local Interactions,
Cultural Policy, and Hong Kong Media History

s Dolma Tsering

f “ Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of
Humanities and Social Sciences, NYCU

RESEARCH INTERESTS

¢ Exploring the Impact of Digital Authoritarianism and the China Model In
Nepal;
¢ Refugees in Countries without Refugee Laws

Poonam Sharma

Postdoctoral Fellow, International Center for
Cultural Studies. NYCU

RESEARCH INTERESTS

¢ How “Chip” Strategies and Technologies Transform “Migration” and
“‘Mobility” in Asia?;

¢ Migration Politics and the "Ambiguity” of Citizenship Concepts In
Postcolonial Asia

Monika Verma

Ph.D. Institute of Soclial Research and
Cultural Studies, NYCU

RESEARCH INTERESTS

¢ Securitization and Exclusionary Policies Regarding Rohingya Refugees
in Bangladesh and South Asia: Cyber Security and Digital Infrastructure
in the Case of India;

¢ The Plight of the Rohingya in India: Hindu Exclusionary Policies and
Practices

Jonathan S. Parhusip

Doctoral student. Institute of Social Research
and Cultural Studies, NYCU

RESEARCH INTERESTS,

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Migrant Fishermen and Port Rights



Sub-project Researchers

2019-2026

Q1 Li
Doctoral Candidate, Institute of Social
Research and Cultural Studies, NYCU

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Zone studies, Urban-Rural Relation, Land Reform, Economic Democracy
Practice

Muhammad Irfan
MA Student, Inter-Asia Cultural Studies, NYCU

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Empowering Indonesian Migrant Workers in Taiwan Through Underground
Music

Aubrey Kandelila Fanani

MA Student. Inter-Asia Cultural Studies, NYCU

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Female Migrant Workers, Art and Discourse Power

Wen-Chi Chang (2023 - 2024)

L.L.M, School of Law, NYCU

RESEARCH INTERESTS

A Study on Legislation Prohibiting Forced Labor in Distant-Water
Fisheries: Focusing on Corporate Supply Chain Management

WU Ting-Kuan

Master of Arts in Advertising, National
Chengchi University | Independent
Researcher & Arts and Cultural Worker

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Papuan Music Documentary Screening & Forum and Fieldwork on
Eastern Indonesian Migrant Worker Communities

LLAN Yu-Chen

Master of Arts in Anthropology, National

Tsing Hua University | Independent
Researcher & Arts and Cultural Worker

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Papuan Music Documentary Screening & Forum and Fieldwork on
Eastern Indonesian Migrant Worker Communities

' Ke-lun Chen

2

Postdoctoral Fellow, International
Center of Cultural Studies, NYCU

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Intellectual History of Modern Theatre in Taiwan, Cultural Theory,
Contemporary Political Thought, Aesthetic Theory

Chiung-chih Chen (2018-2020)

Postdoctoral Fellow,
International Center of Cultural Studies, NYCU

e —

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Transnational Labor Migration

Jian-xing (Raymond) Lim
(2020-2021)

MA Student. Inter-Asia Cultural Studies. NYCU

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Migration, Indie/Underground Music Scene, Cultural Movements,
Social Movement, Ethnic/National Identity
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A Policy Symposium on the Protection of
Migrant Workers’ Labor Rights

2019.11.16-17

Humanities and Social Sciences Building 2,
National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University

The “Dialogue between Law and Society: A Policy
Symposium on the Protection of Migrant Workers’ Labor

| " .-_.:___:_:____ . T — —
Rights Symposium”was held on November 16-17, | Tﬁ‘-‘“‘ ——
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Studies, and partner research institutions. The confer-
ence focused on the labor rights challenges faced by

2019
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migrant workers in Taiwan, examining structural and n
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institutional gaps in recruitment systems, wage protec-
tion, working conditions, and union rights from both legal o S e | 75 IS

and policy perspectives, withthe aim of advancing
concrete policy proposals.
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The conference was chaired by Prof. Joyce C.H.
Liu, Prof. Chih-Chieh Lin, Prof. Chiung-Chih Chen, Prof.
Yu-Fan Chiu, and Prof. Shu-Fen Lin. The discussants
spanned academia, thelegal profession, and labor
organizations, working to build a platform for dialogue
between policy and scholarship and to promote deeper
legal protections and institutional reform for migrant
workers’ labor rights.




The first panel, “Brokers, Direct Hiring, and Labor Protection,” addressed intermediary control,
direct-hire reforms, job mobility, wage disputes, and contract termination, with presentations by Prof.
Chih-Wel Chang, Prof. Chiung-Chih Chen, Prof. Yu-Fan Chiu, Prof. Chao-Yu Chou, and Prof. Bo-Shone
Fu, alongside cross-sector discussants. The second panel, "Labor Protection and Working Conditions,”
focused on sexual harassment prevention, legislation for domestic workers, and union rights, featuring
Prof. Yue-Chune Lee, Prof. Chien-Wen Chen, and Prof. Liang-Jung Lin. Selected papers were later
published in the December 2020 special issue on Labor Law of the NYCU Law Review.

Event Report

Organizers:

CCS-NYCU NYCU LAW

nstitute of Social Research and Cultural Studies, National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University
nternational Master's Program in Inter-Asia Cultural Studies, University System of Taiwan (IACS-UST)

Event Report: hitps://iccs.chss.nycu.edu.tw/en/news.php?USN=600
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The Role of Ethnography in Studying Taiwan's Migrant
Workers and the Broker System

2020.04.01

Humanities and Social Sciences Building 2,
National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University

Delivered by Prof. Sudarat Musikawong (Mahi-
dol University), this lecture drew on her ongoing
fleldwork project, “"A Qualitative Study of Brokers’
and Employers’ Practices and Migrant Workers’
Working Conditions (2019-2020).” She discussed
fleldwork design and challenges, particularly strate-
gies forinterviewing brokerage agencies and
building trust with migrant workers. The talk also
reviewed the development of Tailwan’'s migrant
labor system, compared labor-sending and receiv-
Ing country models (such as Thailand and Korea's
G-to-G approach), and highlighted the human rights
and laborrisks arising from Taiwan’'s continued
relilance on private brokers.

Event Report

Organizers:

ICCS-NYCU IACS-UST

Institute of Social Research and Cultural Studies, National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University;
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University;

TAIWAN FELLOWSHIP (MOE)

Event Report: hitps://iccs.chss.nycu.edu.tw/en/news.phpeUSN=624



Worker Program

2022.04.20

Online

On April 20, 2022, the second workshop in the Law, Human
Rights, and Transnational Labor Mobility series—"Why Tempo-
rary Migrant Worker Regimes Challenge International Labor
Equality"—was held by ICCS-NYCU and the School of Law. It
was co-chaired by Prof. Joyce C.H. Liu and Prof. Yu-Fan Chiu,
with Prof. Pel-Lun Tsal (National Taiwan Ocean University) and
Dr. Samia Dinkelaker (Postdoctoral Fellow, Institute of Ethnolo-
gy, Academia Sinica) as discussants.

Dr. Ya-Wen Yang argued that Taiwan’'s temporary migrant
worker regime—through border controls, job-change bans, and
fixed-term contracts—creates structural inequality despite
claims of legal equality, and called for full inclusion of migrant
workers under general labor law after entry. Prof. Pel-Lun Tsali
emphasized gaps caused by Talwan’'s non-adoption of the
Migrant Workers Convention and urged learning from transna-
tional governance and inter-organizational cooperation. Dr.
Samia Dinkelaker, drawing on Indonesia, showed how sending
states also participate in exploitative systems and highlighted
community support and migrant self-organization as strategies
of resistance.

Organizers:

ICCS-NYCU and NYCU LAW.
Co-organizers: International Center for Cultural Studies, University System of Taiwan
International Program in Inter-Asia Cultural Studies, University System of Taiwan (lICS-UST)

Can Equal Protection for Workers Transcend State
Borders? —The Hard Case of Temporary Migrant

2022 Tikf ~ \HESIRSEISE) ) il T 1Y &2
2022 1aw, Human right and Traninartional Labor Mobility Workshop Series 2
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Inthe concluding discussion,
attention focused on structural labor
shortages, constraints on equal
rights, and policy implementation.
The speakers agreed on the need to
strengthen policy coordination, grant
migrant workers greater residence
and bargaining rights, and pursue
more human rights—compliant frame-
works through transnational compar-
Ison.

Event Report

Event Report: hitps://iccs.chss.nycu.edu.tw/en/news.phpeUSN=1098
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Practical Ethics of Responsibility and Protection

2023.08.10

Humanities and Social Sciences Building 2,
National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University

The discussion on responsibility Is full with philosophical, quasi-philosophical, sociological, and legal
reflections while political reflection and analysis is relatively less. This is because political power Is
suffused with the idea of sovereignty, and very little with responsibility. While a theory of separation of
powers and the constitutional principle of division of powers imply responsibility as an intrinsic element
of power, yet power is measured not by responsibility but by the extent of constraints or fetters. Power
Inherently transgresses restraints and Is therefore inherently violent. Even though power is honed with
prudence to be exercised in @ measured manner, yet power has the capacity to turn itself into a centre,
a univocal sovereign signifier of capacity. A caplillary existence of power does not guarantee the federali-
sation of political power or, to be precise, Its existence In a responsible mode.

Our study of responsibility as an essential component of politics has suffered from a top-down
approach. Posing from the margins the question of responsibility Is a post-colonial reflection of the way
power is organized. A post-colonial framing of responsibility will mean taking into account the back-
ground of decolonization, partitions, structural reforms, environmental disasters, and neoliberal develop-
ment against which population flows continue, and bio-political responses from below to events of

crises. It 1s important to study local dynamics of power and responsibility in protection of the victims of
forced migration.




We need to study local and variegated experiences of refugee protection, because there Is a greater
burden of protection at the micro level — at the margin. We need to study the neglected histories of
sovereignty as responsibility. The dual figure of migrant and refugee has emerged as a significant
subject under conditions of globalization, aggressive wars, transgression of borders, and a political
economy that allows differential inclusion of migrant labour. In this context, post-colonial experiences
suggest plural responsibilities for protection and hospitality, and it means that we must accept legal
pluralism and regional mechanisms as the foundational principle for rebuilding the architecture of
protection. The salient feature of the situation at the margins is that there is no transfer of will here from
the ruled to the ruler or the other way round. The feature is that of a flexible juridical structure, and a
flexible sense of direction: therefore, responsibility does not have a monolithic structure asking the
subject to be directed towards a point of direction. Autonomy and responsibility enmesh each other in
unpredictable ways. Responsibility becomes essential to the government of the living. Mutual responsi-
bility creates a community. It becomes the name of solidarity, the name of a collective. Solidarity, a
sense of the common, and a stake in the common produce responsibility as a collective virtue.

Organizers:
ICCS-NYCU

Western Sydney University, Australia
International Center for Cultural Studies, University System of Taiwan Event Report
ICS-UST

Co-organizers:
Calcutta Research Group, India
Department of Cultural Studies, Lingnan University, Hong Kong

Event Report: hitps://iccs.chss.nycu.edu.tw/en/news.phpeUSN=1387
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Migration, Racial Minorities and Gig Labor:
Concept and Methods

2023.08.12

Humanities and Social Sciences Building 2,
National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University

The rise of ‘platformed economy,” a product of rapid advancement in digital technology in recent years
has radically transforming business organisation and labour conditions globally, and in Asia. Extensive
studies have articulated the diverse ‘precarities’ that arise from what is now commonly known as the
‘platformed/ gig labour’ (Woodcock and Graham, 2020; Friedman, 2014 quoted by Gandini, 2019: 1040).
While the algorithmically organized business management enhances work and labour conditions that low
entry requirement and flexibility in work arrangement. However, it also allows metrics as a method of control
and survelllance, resulting in ‘everyday algorithmic labouring’ (Sun, 2019). The algorithm-centered surveil-
lance also inadvertently poses ‘additional’ precarities to migrant and racial minority employees, who have
been drawn Into often lower-end gig work, especially as COVID-19 struck. Racial minority gig workers, thus,
are left to struggle with the exploitative employment and assessment practices of platformed businesses on
the one hand, and additional precarities which also associated with the embedded racisms Iin society.

In this seminar, | aimto share with you my most
recent research that examines and articulates the ‘inter-
sectionality’ between race, gender and labour in the
context of Hong Kong. Focusing on the case of ethnic
minority food deliverers in Hong Kong, | aim to map the
Hong Kong case with situations across Asia. Conceptu-
ally, the research fills a serious gap in local scholarship
by Infusing ‘race’ as a critical lens in labour and media
studies, In the hope of uncovering ‘racial labor subjec-
tivity’ as an Inter-Asia project. The workshop then,
serves the following objectives: 1) to discuss some
useful notions (such as ‘(in)visibility’), that could arise
from such intersectional interrogation (where race,
media and labour studies might converge); I1) to outline
the range of methods and methodologies that could
satisfy research of such interdisciplinary nature.

Organizers:
ICCS-NYCU
Western Sydney University, Australia
International Center for Cultural Studies, University System of Taiwan Event Report
ICS-UST g
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Co-organizers: o b .‘_.Ii".f

Calcutta Research Group, India
Department of Cultural Studies, Lingnan University, Hong Kong
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Event Report: hitps://iccs.chss.nycu.edu.tw/en/news.phpeUSN=1389



Law as the Site of Statelessness and Contestation:
Europe, Northeast Asia, Southeast Asia,
and South Asia, on Land and at Sea

2023.08.14

Humanities and Social Sciences Building 2,
National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University

Neoliberalism Refuaee ,
Migrant Wnrkers StEtElessness

TTT'T'T
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National laws across the globe, as well as regional and international legal instruments, have been
framed, and judicial decisions proclaimed, supposedly to foreclose policies that may create a situation of
statelessness. Nevertheless, the number of stateless people has been on the rise iImmediately after the
Second World War and in recent neoliberal times. If Europe was the major site of statelessness in the imme-
diate post-war era, which provoked Hannah Arendt to foreground the causes of the people without the right
to have rights, of late, more people living historically in the plural societies of Asia and Africa, at a certain
place for generations, have turned into sans papers in the context of nation-building exercises, enactment of

new citizenship laws or modification of the existing ones, growing populist, and often xenophobic politics and
Increasing securitization of migrants and “outsiders.”

When the “Iinside” of a state Is freshly distinguished from its “outside,” the human beings inhabiting a
space within begin to be considered “aliens,” “outsiders,” and therefore the usual suspects for the “security”
of the state. There has been a tendency in South Asia to endorse the ostensible binary between the legal
and the illegal due to the anxiety of the negative value jJudgment the term “illegal” carries. The tendency
overlooks how “lllegalization” operates alongside “legalization” as if conversing with each other, as part of a
more extensive process of making and unmaking particular relations of power through the operations of law.
Legality, undeniably, i1s a constant source of cultural connotation and authority, making sense of the social
fabric it “orders™ and “disorders” Iin a particular way, often in spectacularly violent ways. Citizenship and state-
lessness are integral parts of the same continuum in this milieu. Against this backdrop, the primary purpose
of this roundtable will be to lay bare how the dominant legal discourses often illegalize different groups of
people In postcolonial Europe, Northeast Asia, Southeast Asia, and South Asia on land at Sea.

18
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This endeavor will be from the perspective of critical jurisprudence and legal pluralities, along with brief
references to the postcolonial states, power, ethics, and the relevant laws. The law seems to suppose the
generality of arule, a norm, or a universal imperative. In this manner, we will argue that it is not due to
certain categorical imperatives that human beings are “legalized” or “illegalized” (and thus the citizens and
the stateless); they are rendered so within specific contexts of power and politics. We argue that national
laws and international legal discourses, iIn many ways products of late modern coloniality, have caused the
dispossession and precarity of the stateless persons, as neoliberal economic arrangements have been. In
addition to the problematic aspect of illegality and statelessness on land, we also want to cover the issues of
statelessness at Sea. Every corner of the land Is claimed to be ruled by some government, but what about
the ocean? Two-thirds of the earth is covered by water, and more than 56 million people worldwide work on
fishing boats. However, maritime areas such as the high seas are unregulated and treated by Iinternational
law as the global commons and can be described as an exceptional zone at Sea.

The high seas are beyond the territorial Sea claimed by any state and are considered free to use by all
states. Only the vessel's flag state has jurisdiction over the vessel sailing on the high seas. This practice
presents a serious challenge for implementing human rights obligations on the high seas, where the vessel
can become a brutal place or even a vast prison for individuals who work onboard. "Everything that happens
at sea may be beyond our imagination,” claimed In the recent publication of The Outlaw Ocean: Journeys
Across the Last Untamed Frontier by the journalist lan Urbina. The complexities of jurisdictional issues at
Sea Intersect with the precarity of the refugees and migrant fishers, who may be legally excluded from the
protection of their state of origin If they are stateless and face inequalities despite legal guarantees of equali-
ty and non-discrimination.

Furthermore, they can be irregular migrants recruited to work on the vessels without the requisite legal
documentation and are vulnerable due to their undocumented status. These issues of documentation and
citizenship make It increasingly difficult for individuals to claim their rights both within and outside their coun-
tries of origin, especially If they work for a prolonged period at Sea without any possibility of reporting their

abuses other than at port visits.

Our roundtable extends beyond the laws and territorial jurisdiction of any country by focusing on the
fundamental iIssues of democratic belonging and inclusion when the statelessness problem for the Asia-Pa-
cific has Increased due to political instability across the region, especially in Afghanistan and Myanmar. We
will also consider the practice of decolonization in the age of the 21st century with an interdisciplinary
dialogue between law, policy, society, and human rights activists.

Organizers:
ICCS-NYCU
Western Sydney University, Australia

International Center for Cultural Studies, University System of Taiwan
ICS-UST

Co-organizers:

Calcutta Research Group, India
Department of Cultural Studies, Lingnan University, Hong Kong



Key Business and Human Rights Issues

2024.04.10

Beimen Campus, National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University

This roundtable, part of the course Corporate Responsibility and

International Human Rights in Supply Chains co-taught by Prof. WL
Yu-Fan Chiu and Dr. Bonny Ling, focused on the ten key business [M'm
and human rights issues for 2024, with Guna Subramaniam and Nelll lsg:;ﬂ
Wilkins from the Institute for Human Rights and Business (IHRB) in . gggg
dialogue with the instructors. |
[2024 ARG RERBMEAN] FHRIRIE 2“2

The discussion highlighted how climate change and automation FiEEEB ARGSE
are reshaping labor conditions in agriculture and manufacturing, KEY BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES 2024
Increasing health risks and job insecurity, while the pandemic has a®y MT_——
transformed office and online work. Neill Wilkins responded that @ Py W

hierarchies, gender, and power inequalities in office culture are often @ N —
conflated with labor disputes, leaving companies ill-equipped to
address exploitation. Prof. Yu-Fan Chiu emphasized the need for a
legal right to disconnect in response to excessive working hours
during remote work.

gl
l,-, ’ PROF. YU-FAN CHIU
; NTCUW SCHOOL OF LAW

32 il

Speakers stressed the importance of a just transition in climate and net-zero policies, warned that
fisheries debates often overlook women and child labor, and agreed that migrant worker recruitment
fees should be borne by employers. Overall, the roundtable underscored the urgency of strengthening
supply chain human rights due diligence and aligning labor rights with environmental sustainabillity.

Organizers:
ICCS-NYCU NYCU LAW Work Better Innovations

Event Report: hitps://iccs.chss.nycu.edu.tw/en/news.phpeUSN=1466
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2026.05.04

Online and Onsite:

A401, Assembly Building |, Guangfu Campus,
National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University

Global Production Networks, the State,
and Migrant Workers: Governing Labour
in the Semiconductor Industry

The semiconductor industry is one of Tailwan’'s core industries. In view of the labor issues
embedded in this sector, NYCU School of Law and the International Center for Cultural Studies
(ICCS) have, for many years, engaged with issues concerning migrant workers and labor. This
event, organized under Subproject 3, "Migration, Unequal Citizenship, and Critical Legal Studies,”
features a lecture by Assistant Professor Ting-Chien Chen of the Department of Geography at
National Kaohsiung Normal University. The session will also include responses from Associate
Professor Yu-Fan Chiu, the project’'s principal investigator, Professor Meil-Lin Pan, and Postdoctoral
Researcher Chiung-Chih Chen, who will jointly focus on the governance of migrant labor Iin Talwan’s
semiconductor industry. Specializing in economic and population geography, Assistant Professor

Ting-Chien Chen will adopt a Global

Production Network (G

PN) perspective to examine how the

state, corporations, and labor-market intermediaries jointly shape the migrant labor regime In
Talwan’'s semiconductor industry. She will also guide us in reflecting on broader issues of labor
governance, risk shifting, and power asymmetries.

?___.Dlﬁfﬁ 5B4H— 13:30 |6:00

' 1 y 4 2026 (Monday) GMT+8, Taiwan Time

ZEME  NESEES AHUZECETES B

WeT Onsite and online synchronous session,
conducted entirely in Mandann with Englsh
simultaneous Inter preTaisn

R Onsite MR ARMAS N ERE
o Al E
AA01, Assembly Building |, Guanghu Campus,

Mavonal Yang Ming Chiao Tung University

nline ¥5#8 SLUE T 508 X Yebeot 15 2 &5

Vebex Unk wil be SaR o Yo el

P E Apenda

S 1310 — 1330 EE T Registration 2
* 13:30— 15:30 A @R R Keynowe Spcék

1530— l6:00 [S&E Q&A

Organizers:
ICCS-NYCU and NYCU LAW
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Trade Policy and Labor Rights:
Competition and Convergence

2026.06.02

Online and Onsite:
A402, Assembly Building |, Guangfu Campus,
National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University

Amid the restructuring of global supply chains and intensifying
geopolitical competition, trade policy is no longer limited to tariff
reductions. It has increasingly become an important policy instru-
ment for advancing laborrights protection and humanrights
standards. ICCS have long been concerned with this iIssue and have
continued to explore related institutional developments. This event Is
organized by ICCS Subproject lll, "Migration, Unequal Citizenship,
and Critical Legal Studies,” and features Associate Professor
Ying-Jun Lin of the Fu Jen Catholic University School of Law as the
keynote speaker. The event will be moderated by Associate Profes-
sor Yu-Fan Chiu, the principal investigator of the project, with Attor-
ney Yen-Po Chen of InfoShare Tech Law Office and Bonny Ling,
Executive Director of Work Better Innovations, serving as discus-
sants. Together, they will explore the complex relationship between
trade policy and labor rights protection. This lecture will approach
the iIssue from the perspective of international trade law, analyzing
the interaction between trade liberalization and labor rights protec-
tion, while also examining the development and institutional implica-
tions of labor provisions In contemporary trade agreements.

Organizers:
ICCS-NYCU and NYCU LAW
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Exceptional Zone at Sea and Dysfunctionality of Law?
Future Policies on Migrant Fishers and Marine Life

2021.05.26

Online

This forum addresses the human rights challenges and legal gaps faced by migrant fishers in Talwan's
distant-water fishing industry and explores directions for policy and legal reform.The first session featured
The Reporter team. Lee Hsueh-lI (Sherry Lee) reviewed five years of investigations exposing systemic labor
exploitation and migrant fishers' exclusion from the Labor Standards Act. Hao-Hslang Ko analyzed 520
penalty cases (201/7/-2020), showing illegal employment as the most common violation but with very low
fines. Yang Chih-chiang (Will Yang) examined the illegal shark fin trade, highlighting regulatory asymmetry
where ecological protection outweighs human rights.

The second session presented NGO perspectives. Chen Wu-chang (Joshua Chen) shared frontline
experiences at Qlanzhen Fishing Port, pointing to opaque contracts, lack of remedies, and broker monopo-
liles. Father Guntur described the work of Stella Maris Kaohsiung, which sheltered 759 abused migrant
fishers and revealed severe onboard conditions and weak maritime enforcement. The third session focused
on legal analysis. Prof. Meng-Bin Lee discussed obstacles to incorporating ILO Convention No. 188 into
domestic law, while Prof. Liang-Jung Lin argued that Taiwan must confront the "human rights vacuum® in
distant-water fisheries and advance reform through corporate responsiblility, international legal standards,
and regulatory integration, so that human rights protection does not remain an empty exception at sea.

(>

WHO WE ARE “

* Stella Maris is Churchs institution under the dicastery of the Integral human development in
Vatican, This institution started more than |00 years age (1920) in Glasgow, Scotland, by Arthur
Gannon e a Peter F Anson. They instituted Stella Maris to care for those who are working at

* Father joseph B. Donahue established Stella Maris International Seamen’s Mission Center in
1968 in Kachsiung, Initially, it was for catering to the needs of wearied Amaerican
soldier/servicemen in duty break from Vietnam War in 197 |, Later in 1991, Father Gilberto
ol started the ministry to distressed fishers,

* In 1996 the Achdiocese of Kachsiung entrusted the management of Stella Maris Kachsiung to
the Missiomaries of St. Charles (Scalabrinian Fathers). The Congregation of the Missionaries of
Se. Charles — Scalabrinians — is an International community of religious serving migrants,
seafarers, fishers and refugess of different cultures, religions and ethnicities in 32 countries and

on five Continents. =3 e eedens rmeasise
" _ ZZ:;I

..............

Event Report

Organizers:
ICCS-NYCU and NYCU LAW

Co-organizers:
Consortium of Humanities Centers and Institutes - Global Humanities Institute (CHCI-GHI)

Event Report: https://iccs.chss.nycu.edu.tw/en/news.phpeUSN=869



Future Labor Policies on Migrant Fishers
and Flag of Convenience

2021.11.19

BL 5 T W) TR

Online

This forum focuses on flags of conve-
nience in distant-water fisheries and the
protection of migrant fishers’ labor rights,

bringing together speakers from law, policy,

nue-wm L7 W

practice, and NGOs across two themes. T oF ] Yu-Fan Chiuff...

Theme 1 opened with LI Yu-tong of Greenpeace, who argued
s that flags of convenience weaken oversight and heighten human
e rights risks, calling for the abolition of the dual recruitment system
and higher labor inspection standards. Prof. Chiu Yu-fan noted that
Taiwan already has regulatory mechanisms, but the core problem
lies In enforcement gaps, urging laws to be effectively implemented
- In offshore labor realities. Prof. Wen Yen-ching (Vivianne Wen)
1119 - e emphasized the importance of understanding the historical develop-
ment of the flags-of-convenience system to avoid one-size-fits-all
reforms, and proposed adopting France’s duty-of-vigilance frame-
work. Prof. Chang Wen-chen highlighted that Taiwan already has a
solid legal foundation under the Two Covenants Implementation Act
and should strengthen domestic enforcement. Union representative
L1 Li-hua criticized current policies as largely symbolic.

-

=y

Theme 2 featured Prof. Lin Liang-jung, who analyzed key provisions of ILO Convention No. 188 on
working hours, rest, and wages, calling for stronger institutional governance and modernization of the

crew system. Human Rights Commissioner Chi Hul-jung presented investigation findings and reform
recommendations, and supported empowering unions. Shih Yi-hsiang of the Taiwan Association for
Human Rights criticized governance failures and called for reforms modeled on the Two Covenants
Implementation Act. In the concluding discussion, Wang Ying-dah and Jonathan emphasized stronger
contract management, worker-led social oversight, and international collaboration.

Organizers: Event Report
ICCS-NYCU and NYCU LAW

Co-organizers:

International Center for Cultural Studies, University System of Taiwan
ICS-UST

https://iccs.chss.nycu.edu.tw/en/news.php?USN=988



Non-Flag State’s Strategies for
Human Rights Protection of Migrant Fishermen:
Issues and Practice in Taiwan Law

2022.03.16

Online

iJE

This workshop, held on March 16, 2022, was
co-hosted by ICCS-NYCU and the School of Law
as the first event in the Law,Human Rights and
Transnational Labor Mobility Workshop Series. It
was co-chaired by Prof. Joyce C.H. Liuand
Assoc. Prof. Yu-Fan Chiu, and featured a keynote
lecture by Prof. Ming-Hao Yang (National Taiwan
Ocean University).

Prof. Ming-Hao Yang, speaking on strategies to address
migrant fishers’ human rights issues in non—flag states, reviewed
the EU’s 2015 IUU “yellow card” warning to Taiwan and noted that
although the warning was lifted in 2019, fundamental problems
related to flags of convenience remain unresolved. He outlined the

i Xz global development and Talwan's practice of the flags-of-conve-
ﬁi:m]% gﬁ\fé | nience system, highlighting structural challenges such as weak
oversight, diluted labor protections, and fragmented legal responsi-
| bility. Given Taiwan’s position as a non—flag state, Prof. Yang
proposed three intervention pathways—at-sea inspections, port
state control, and market-based traceability systems—to disrupt
links between |UU fishing and human rights abuses. He also point-
ed out enforcement and inter-agency coordination gaps in existing
laws, and recommended that the Ministry of Labor and the Fisher-

les Agency jointly lead the domestic incorporation of ILO Conven-
tion No. 188.

Organizers: Event Report
ICCS-NYCU and NYCU LAW

Co-organizers:

International Center for Cultural Studies, University System of Taiwan
ICS-UST

Event Report: https://iccs.chss.nycu.edu.tw/en/news.php2USN=1114
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Corporate Accountability on Supply Chain Management
and Forced Labor

2022.12.13

Humanities and Social Sciences Building 3,
National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University

This workshop featured Dr. Bonny Ling as the keynote speaker and was co-chaired by Prof. Joyce C.H.
Liu (ICCS-NYCU) and Assoc. Prof. Yu-Fan Chiu. Prof. Chih-Chieh Lin (NYCU LAW) and Yi-Hslang Shih,
Secretary General of the Tailwan Association for Human Rights, served as discussants. The workshop exam-
Ined the growing problem of forced labor in Taiwan, with a particular focus on how companies can prevent
human rights abuses and manage supply chains effectively.

Dr. Bonny Ling used the coffee supply chain to illustrate its complexity
and embedded risks of labor exploitation, noting that these challenges are
even greater in electronics supply chains, where migrant worker issues are

a majorconcern. Sheemphasizedthe importance of supply chain 43 1 E S A
mapping by brand companies and drew on the UN Guiding Principles on TR E S BT
Business and Human nghtS (U NGPS) {o hlghllg ht the state duty {o protect &#,;a:w,a-.-'m::.uz*;:::ﬁ:-ﬂr&';.'.':.t-.3;';::;-::ﬂ:::.a:.-er::.*.ﬁf::’.?*ﬁﬁ.%":a i

human rights, corporate responsibility to respect human rights, and the

need for effective remedies for victims. She also introduced the Guidebook W

] ] , ] MR |mmigemumﬁ AonwLnaR
on Forced Labour Indicators for Taiwan's SMEs, published by Work Better e ke o
Innovations, which uses visual tools to help Taiwanese SMEs identify and e e el

AOOM MEETING HMENSRIT - B - X JRETWMPEE
Lan fudgc Lectare an Slandarin () ||j_'|l1h |1|||'||'||r|:JI|1|r.| |'|r||1||l‘||'l||

manage human rights risks in their supply chains, with the aim of support-

Ing victims’ access to justice and labor rights.

TR TR Y AN - TSR R g NYCU
NN AWAZICRRENGD - SWARRSML CRRENALMIPE B ('Q-' LAW
B e i md O MASTTIES IR TTE | ees-ans G Gl | osruhassn © EsYEnn [ 4

Event Report

Organizers:
ICCS-NYCU and NYCU LAW

hitps://iccs.chss.nycu.edu.tw/en/news.phpeUSN=1235
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Regulating Tech: Business and Human Rights
for Technology Value Chains

2023.05.03

Online

This 2023 semester, the course “Corporate Responsibility and International Human Rights in Supply
Chains,” co-taught by Dr. Bonny Ling and Assoc. Prof. Yu-Fan Chiu, invited Dr. Lisa Hsin (University of
Oxford Faculty of Law; Junior Research Fellow at Corpus Christi College; Affiliate Researcher at the National
University of Singapore) to speak on business and human rights in global technology supply chains.

Dr. Hsin discussed how technology companies’ products and

services can negatively affect human rights, referencing the 2011 UN e, o C
Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (UNGPs) and her ¥ el LH*E;:; i ;:
research with the UN Human Rights Office’s B-Tech Project. She PR ES KT 0
outlined legal tools regulating transnational supply chains, including nlﬁif}:.h%ﬁ&fwcm
International labor standards, domestic laws with extraterritorial reach, M.ay. 3_}
and digital services/data protection laws. She compared national i.,.-m;.} R
human rights due diligence regimes—the UK Modern Slavery Act 6 P s e i e e
(transparency-focused), France’s Duty of Vigilance Law (human rights, L

environment, and safety impacts), and Germany’s Supply Chain Due @r

Diligence Act (LkSG). She also introduced the B-Tech “UNGPs
Compass,” a four-step framework guiding policymakers through "

problem definition, regulatory gap analysis, pathway selection, and
ongoing stakeholder engagement.
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Event Report

Organizers:
CCS-NYCU NYCU LAW

nternational Center for Cultural Studies, University System of Taiwan
ICS-UST

https://iccs.chss.nycu.edu.tw/en/news.phpeUSN=1658



Absent Labor Protections in Taiwan—
U.S. FTA Negotiations: Cross-Border Dialogue
on Human Rights in Global Supply Chains

2024.01.18

Online

This event explored forced labor in Talwan and its implica-
tions for global supply chains, bringing together journalist
Yung-Ta Chien, lawyer Szu-Yu Chen, and researcher Wen-Chi
Chang to examine migrant workers’ rights, corporate responsi-
bility, and legalreform. Yung-Ta Chien highlighted how

w -

7 R TTA & FIy
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employer-tied residency, restricted job mobility, and private | ®=: amRio 2

broker systems lead to debt bondage and weaken migrants’
access to remedies, noting Taiwan’s lack of binding human
rights due diligence laws. Szu-Yu Chen focused on the legal
Institutionalization of supply chain management, arguing that
applying business due diligence to human rights can help 201/ 18 izezsn

balance profit-making with rights protection. Wen-Chi Chang £ My @) w1
reviewed current corporate practices in Taiwan in light of the ST
EU’'s 2022 corporate sustainability due diligence proposal, ' ahreh H‘i
emphasizing value-chain—wide responsibility, integration of ; *":;..:, BT oo
human rights into business operations, and enforceable codes - (;\ I on

of conduct.

Overall, the event underscored that transforming human rights due diligence into enforceable law—capa-
ble of protecting migrant workers and meeting international standards while holding corporations account-
able—Is a pressing task for Taiwan.

Organizers:

ICCS-NYCU NYCU LAW

Infinity Attorneys-At-Law

Taiwan Political Economy Collaborative

Event Report: https://iccs.chss.nycu.edu.tw/en/news.php2USN=1433
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Anniversary of the Human Trafficking Prevention
Act Amendment & the Prohibition of Forced Labor
Academic Seminar

2025.04.30

Humanities and Social Sciences Building 3,
National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University

Marking the first anniversary of the amendment to Taiwan’s Human
Trafficking Prevention Act in 2025, this academic seminar examined
progress andremaining challenges in combating forced labor and
protecting migrant workers’ rights. Focusing on Taiwan’'s migrant labor
system and the overseasrecruitment of distant-water fishers, the
seminarassessedcompliance withinternational humanrights
standards.

}\ | I lllz }'rlf IJJ D 70 4% 1 M A
Bil iti 5010 57 i)y KX -

8 TR EURC
Bringing together scholars of forced labor and international human St BT
rig hts law, pra ctitioners, and NGOs—with over 100 participants onsite awn SHRRE LARRRNELARR h 4| R
and online—the discussions addressed forced labor risks faced by o - - e
migrant fishers and gaps in Taiwan'’s current framework. The seminar H

P 1T:35-17:40 [ &

aimed to advance policy and legal reforms to effectively eradicate forced
labor and ensure dignified, safe, and legally protected working condi-
tions for all migrant workers, especially those in high-risk distant-water
fisheries, strengthening Taiwan’'s commitment to human rights.

l"* P
H E’sﬂ
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Event Report
Session 1

Event Report

Organizers:
Keynote Speech

ICCS-NYCU and NYCU LAW

Co-organizers:

Taiwan Association for Human Rights
Taiwan Labor Front

Work Better Innovations

Event Report Keynote Speech:
Event Report Session 1:
Event Report Session 2:

nttps://iccs.c
nttps://iccs.c

nttps://iccs.c

Nss.nycu.edu.
Nss.nycu.edu.

Nss.nycu.edu.

'w/en/news.p
'w/en/news.p
'w/en/news.p

Event Report
Session 2




Policy Developments to Eliminate Forced Labor:

A Legal Dialogue Among Taiwan,
the United States and Thailand

2025.12.10

Management Building 2, National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University
Online

To address rising human rights risks in global supply chains and stricter forced labor regulations world-
wide, ICCS-NYCU and School of Law, together with National Taipel University College of Law, hosted the
workshop “Policy Developments in Eliminating Forced Labor: A Taiwan—-U.S.—Thailand Legal Dialogue” on
December 10, 2025. Using the seafood industry as a core case, the workshop examined structural causes of
forced labor and governance tools, and discussed how companies can build workable risk identification and
due diligence mechanisms through cross-national dialogue.

Prof. Jennifer Gordon analyzed U.S. enforcement under Section 307 of the Tariff Act (19 U.S.C. §1307),
the practical use of ILO forced labor indicators, and the growing norm of fair recruitment with zero fees,
highlighting how price pressure, recruitment debt, and migrant status regimes compound workers’ vulnerabil-
Ity. Prof. Yu-Fan Chiu outlined Talwan’s challenges, including exclusions from labor standards, document
confiscation, debt bondage, and high criminal thresholds that downgrade cases to labor disputes, creating
gaps with international standards. Prof. Panthip Pruksacholavit shared Thailand’s high-risk patterns in fisher-

les and seafood processing, stressing enforcement gaps and the limits of audits—reminding that having laws
does not guarantee effectiveness.

Bringing together academia, | "
practitioners, and civil society, the
workshop aimed to foster trans- 154 EHZ {ﬁ f?‘ﬁi [z
national learning and advance @ N Y ‘ gdm“ :.v_._?:i e
more predictable, enforceable B . > |
supply-chain human rights gover- 4 ' ) ﬁ
nance for Taiwan.

Event Report Event Report Event Report
Session | Session 2 Session 3
Organizers:
ICCS-NYCU
NYCU LAW

National Taipei University School of Law

Event Report Session 1: hitps://iccs.chss.nycu.edu.tw/en/news.phpeUSN=1663
Event Report Session 2: hitps://iccs.chss.nycu.edu.tw/en/news.php<USN=1666
Event Report Session 3: https://iccs.chss.nycu.edu.tw/en/news.php<¢USN=1664
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Perceptions of Thais towards Refugees
and Migrants from Myanmar

2019.03.29

Humanities and Social Sciences Building 2,
National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University

Thailand has been a destination forrefugees, displaced
persons, and migrant workers for over 30 years. Hundreds of
thousands of refugees live in nine camps along the border, with
about 10,000 inurban areas, and an estimated four million

2019

'3’/2 7/ Wed. Malee Sunpuwan
16:00 -15:30
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Assistant Professor,
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Room 106A, Institute for Population and Social Research,

" “\2 lrﬂd g, Mahidol University, Thailand
migrant workers reside In Thailand with legal or irregular status. S Chao, Chung-chi
Surveys in four Thai—-Myanmar border provinces show strong gl <" Dearimenta Stz i st
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public concern about security, with many respondents viewing 1«1*& Perceptions of Thais towards Refigees
refugees and migrants as threats to public safety and sources of léi % -, 2nd Migrants from Myanmar
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disease.

Assistant Professor,
Room 106A, Institute for Population and Social Research,
HA2 H]dg Mahidol University, Thailand

NCTU

The lecture was delivered by Dr. Malee Sunpuwan (Assistant
Professor, Institute for Population and Social Research, Mahidol
University), who has over a decade of experience in migration
and health research. Drawing on surveys conducted near refugee
camps along the Thail—-Myanmar border, she found that while
many respondents believe refugees and migrants take local jobs,
farmers living closer to camps tend to hold more positive views
than urban residents farther away. These findings help address
misconceptions and offer perspectives for improving refugee and
migrant integration in Thai socliety.

"~ Thailand has been a destination for refugees, displaced persons,
-~ and migrant workers for three decades. There are hundred thou
2a sands of refugees living in 9 camps located along the border and
=7~ about 10,000 living in urban settings. It is also estimated that about
~ 4 million migrants are legally and illegally staving in Thailand.
S = Survey of Thai public opinion towards refugees and migrant work-
> ers from Myanmar conducted in four provinces on the Thai-
= land-Myanmar border showed that the public was highly concerned
& with security issues and that the majority of the Thais surveyed
e believe that reflugees and migrant workers posed a threat to public
. R safety and might carry diseases. Respondents also saw refugees and
e migrants as competing for jobs and national resources with native
# -8  Thais. Those who lived closer to the refugee camps, who are rural

"X residents, generally had more positive views of migrants and refu-
Ao n' iy g gees than those in urban areas located farther from the camps,
These results will be discussed in terms of what perspectives that
would help to dispel misperceptions and improve the integration of
refugees and migranis into Thai society.
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Event Report

Organizers:

CCS-NYCU
nstitute of Social Research and Cultural Studies, National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University

ACS-UST

Event Report: https://iccs.chss.nycu.edu.tw/en/news.phpeUSN=442



2019.06.06

Refugee and Migrant Worker:
Parallel Society in Malaysia

Humanities and Social Sciences Building 3,
National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University

This event features speaker Josh Hong, who holds a Bachelor’'s
degree In Cultural Studies from London Metropolitan University and a
Master’s degree in International Politics from the School of Oriental and § 274~
African Studies, University of London. He worked with the United e
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) In Malaysia,
Thalland, China, and Indonesia for over 13 years. Currently based In
Kuala Lumpur, he serves as the National Project Coordinator at the
International Labour Organization (ILO) Office in Malaysia.

Since the mid-1970s, Malaysia has been one of Southeast Asia’s
main destinations for refugees, hosting people from the Philippines,

JUNE 6th
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Vietnam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Myanmar, Thailand, and beyond. .. ccoe o s s s
However, because Malaysia has not signed the 1951 Refugee Conven- f““"wjmi“ TR e oS BRMUMARSAGAAYGE R
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tion, it is not obligated to provide refugees with access to education, ¢ SRARRGCNSIOI.  $IZASGRNRNEGWGHEE T NPRLHS. DRGTR-S

healthcare, or employment; these responsibilities have largely fallen to

national Labour Ornganization) ki MRS EEARER - SHAmAEmESEE  ANAREREDeEe—E "=ARNncm
BRI NERES NN - TEAENE " EEEYNRIFHIES -
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the UNHCR. Today, around 160,000 refugees and asylum seekers are
registered with UNHCR, not including the long-settled but hard-to-count

Filipino population in Sabah.

Malaysia Is also a major destination for migrant workers. By the end of 2018, there were about 1.8 million
documented migrant workers—mainly from Indonesia, Bangladesh, Nepal, India, and Myanmar—alongside
an estimated 3 million undocumented workers. In a country of just 32 million people, nearly 5 million foreign
nationals reside there, most without legal status, making migration a constant focus of public debate and

political rhetoric.

Both refugees and migrant workers largely exist invisibly alongside mainstream Malaysian society,

forming what Is often described as a “parallel society.”

Despite their significant economic contributions, fears

of weak human rights protections and distrust of state institutions have led these communities to develop
their own survival strategies in education, employment, and commerce. This exchange uses Malaysia's
unique historical, religious, ethnic, and cultural context to examine these dynamics and to challenge the myth
of Malaysia as a nation united harmoniously by its “three major ethnic groups.”

Organizers:
CCS-NYCU

ACS-UST

nstitute of Social Research and Cultural Studies, National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University



Understanding Durkheim in Multicultural Migration
and the Crisis of Labor

2020.03.31

College of Hakka Studies,
National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University

This lecture was delivered by Prof. Sudarat Musikawong Sudarat
g : g 5 . . , '“"';;__:h Musil{au:m}g
(Mahidol University) and drew on Emile Durkheim’s theory of &

mechanical and organic solidarity to examine how migrant
workers in modern societies areincluded in—or excluded
from—processes of social integration. Using this framework, the

talk analyzed the legal status and cultural positioning of “outsid- gmi}'-{%}{“-«-ﬁ,:

ers” and those with non-citizen status in migration societies, gi;[{iulmum

applying classical sociological theory to contemporary migrant st ﬁgﬁu;m

labor studies with a focus on the social foundations of institutional ik wixiopsmkzors N\ The Role of Ethnography

Room HRZ07,
NCTU college of Hakka Studies

exclusion and the denial of citizenship rights. Migrant Workers

in Studying Taiwan's

and the Broker System

R 4 2 L 106 A PSS
106A HA Building 2 NCTU

ERS AR T W2 o S o DR T

Event Report

Organizers:

ICCS-NYCU JACS-UST

Institute of Social Research and Cultural Studies, National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University
TAIWAN FELLOWSHIP (MOE)

Event Report: https://iccs.chss.nycu.edu.tw/en/news.php¢USN=622
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Statelessness and Labour Exploitation

2022.06.22

Online

The 1954 Convention Relating to the Status of Stateless Persons O e
defines a stateless person as "someone who Is not considered a national by
any state under the operation of its law.” Stateless persons are excluded
from state administrative systems, a condition affecting an estimated 10-15
million people worldwide (based on UN and international civil society

). 22 Iunc 2ol

ration

W

; ; ; : : . < > ’hﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂzﬂﬁ
estimates). Lacking documents such as birth registration, marriage certifi- IRERAEAN e
cates, passports, or |ID cards, they often face severe barriers to education, M if'é”’ *-#?i—i""‘-*““fa-ww-m- o
healthcare, and financial services. More than half of the world’s stateless e e
population is believed to live in the Asia-Pacific region, posing a major s e e
challenge for a region central to global supply chains, particularly given the F,.T_ ;“ﬂﬁ%mmmmghﬁmm% |
strong link between statelessness and human trafficking. Stateless persons ;E;:zﬁmmﬁmﬁaﬂﬂﬁmﬁm .
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are typically confined to informal employment and remain outside the S g e e :
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protection of [abor law. S e

This online seminar was co-chaired by Prof. Joyce C.H. Liu (ICCS-NYCU) and Bonny Ling, CEO of Work
Better Innovations. The keynote speakers were Prof. Leila Choukroune (University of Portsmouth) and
Michiel Hoornick (PhD candidate in International Law at the Graduate Institute of International and Develop-
ment Studies, Geneva, and external advisor to the Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion). Prof. Yu-Fan
Chiu served as discussant. The seminar examined the links between statelessness and labor exploitation

from both legal and practical perspectives, critically revisited the legal concept of nationality, and discussed
advocacy strategies at both domestic and United Nations levels to strengthen human rights protections for
stateless populations.

WenChi Chang Jonathan Parhi... Shuhan ZihYu Huang

Event Recording

Organizers:
ICCS-NYCU
NYCU LAW

University of Portsmouth

Event Recording: https://www.youtube.com/waichev=EaALLO/7-OPU



The Conundrum of Trafficking and Statelessness in India

2023.08.12

National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University

Statelessness Is a problem that has been plaguing states, human rights activists, the UNHCR and other
International organizations, and the vulnerable and displaced population groups of the world. Statelessness
does not respect borders; it robs the stateless of their rights and dignity, rights over their bodies, and dignity
of life. It deprives them of the ability to protest rampant exploitations. It also robs the states and their repre-
sentatives from acting humanely. Stateless men, women, and children become insecure because they can
be displaced at any time that the state or the majority community so desires. Citizenship Is central to the
statist imagination of human existence. Therefore, stateless people are not the opposite of citizens. Rather
they do not exist within the statist imaginary of population groups. But ironically, statelessness can often be
produced through hyper statism. Often a narrow and rigid definition of who Is a citizen can lead to large
groups being left out. In this paper, we discuss the age-old conjunctions between trafficking, at least in the
context of South Asia. With examples taken largely from India, | argue how any crisis, such as the present
pandemic, leads to increased vulnerability resulting In increased trafficking and statelessness.

Organizers:
ICCS-NYCU
Western Sydney University, Australia

International Center for Cultural Studies, University System of Taiwan Event Report
ICS-UST -

Co-organizers:
Calcutta Research Group, India
Department of Cultural Studies, Lingnan University, Hong Kong

Event Report: hitps://iccs.chss.nycu.edu.tw/en/news.phpeUSN=1388
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Interventions from the South: Theoretical Perspectives
and Pragmatic Issues of Migration, Logistics and
Unequal Citizens in the Context of the Covid-19

2021.01.13-14

Online

Facing harsh realities and growing inequality, migration has become a key concern for social scientists.
Although Asia hosts a large share of the world’s migrants, protections and policies remain weak, [imiting
migrants’ rights and living standards. This webinar examines critical migration issues through four themes,
explored across six panel discussions: (1) the precarity of migrant workers and the legal/illegal divide; (2)
multidirectional care inequalities and unequal rights; (3) lawlessness at sea affecting migrant fishers; and (4)
transnational care during the pandemic.

Panel 1 examines migrant workers’ precarity and gaps in legal protection across sending countries,
recelving countries, and transnational spaces such as international airports. Panel 2 analyzes unequal care
(e.g., healthcare) and unequal rights (e.g., labor rights). Panel 3 further explores migrants’ (il)legal status.
Panel 4 exposes crimes against unprotected migrant fishers. Panels 5 and 6 focus on migrant workers’
hardships and coping strategies during COVID-19, with Panel 6 emphasizing the need for stronger and more
effective communication between sending and receliving countries to improve migrants’ conditions.

- GLOBAL HUMANITIES
@R INSTITUTE

MIGRATION LOGISTICS

AND

UNEQUAL CITIZENS

IN

CONTEMPORARY GLOBAL CONTEXT

ONLINE SUMMER INSTITUTE
26TH TO 30TH JULY 2021
VENUE: ZOOM | P ' "' Co-Organisers

R - |
. v
Organizer

Special Thanks

Sponsors

REGISTRATION ‘-,n
https://forms.gle/oitod442 3pFmOTLx39 _,-*_.:i:'"
el

Organizers:
ICCS-NYCU
Consortium of Humanities Centers and Institutes (CHCI), US Event Website
Institute for Culture and Society, Western Sydney University, Australia

Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, University Malaya, Malaysia

Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, Polish Academy of Sciences, Poland

Institute for Population and Social Research, Mahidol University

Mahidol Migration Center; Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Ton Duc Thang University, Vietnam

Event Website: hitps://ghi2021.web.nycu.edu.tw/2021/01/06/agenda-for-chcil-ghi-2020-202 1-webinar-interventions-from-the-south/
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Nervous Nation: Covid Anxieties and
Mainland Migrant Struggles in Taiwan

2023.08.13

National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University

The outbreak of Covid 19 has created a global panic about border control, which is now articulated with a
series of public health measures, including quarantine, contact tracing, electronic fences, and intensive
testing. These bordering practices produced In Taiwan a nervous nation, which more often than not focuses
on the subjects entering the border as potential danger whose complaints about public health measures are
being silenced. The silencing of these complaints derives from two major causes: a real concern about the
spread of virus that will cause inconveniences In everyday life on the one hand, and a genuine attempt to
support the Talwanese government in protecting citizens from infection on the other. These responses, what
we call “covid anxieties,” indicate that Taiwan, under the threat of a global pandemic, Is becoming a nervous
nation, one that Is super sensitive to “outsiders” and “complaints.”

In this paper, we will focus first on an FB online community of overseas Taiwanese. This online communi-
ty was created to provide information about going in and out of Taiwan in Covid times, including sharing
experiences of quarantine, testing, vaccination, as well as government measures on Covid treatment. But
overtime it has become a site of fraught discussion where sharing information about Covid situation can at
times turn into heated debates. The second part will look at the mainland migrants in Taiwan who during the
pandemic have been subjected to unjust treatments and have since started a series of protests. We are
Interested Iin understanding how these heated debates and protests, triggered by Covid anxieties, engage In

the discussion of bordering practices and the imagination of Taiwan as a precarious, porous, and nervous
nation.

Organizers:
ICCS-NYCU
Western Sydney University, Australia

International Center for Cultural Studies, University System of Taiwan
ICS-UST

Co-organizers:
Calcutta Research Group, India
Department of Cultural Studies, Lingnan University, Hong Kong
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1. Migrant Workers Film Festival in 2019

Curated by ICCS-NYCU postdoctoral researcher Chiung-Chih Chen, this film festival screened five
fllms—The Helper, Squid Jigging Fishing Boat, Tea Land, Long Time No Sea, and Yet, We Are Migrant
Workers—across five regional programs (Greater Taipel, Taoyuan—Hsinchu—Miaoli, Central, Southern, and
Eastern Talwan), with a total of 25 screenings.
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The Helper 2019.03.23-05.05

1" 'E This documentary portrays the lives of Hong Kong domestic workers,
”} e  capturing their hardships and longing for family while highlighting differ-
@ ecnces between Hong Kong and Taiwan in policies on migrant workers,
Including weekly rest days and the use of public space. It also intfroduces
another axis of migrant life: beyond sacrifice for their families as
overseas workers, what possiblilities exist for self-realization? By offering
a distanced perspective— “Hong Kong today, Taiwan tomorrow”—the
film enables reflection on Taiwan’'s migrant domestic workers without
reducing their realities to exposed tensions alone.

Squid Jigging Fishing Boat 2019.03.22-05.26

Although migrant fishers, like other blue-collar migrant workers, are
openly recruited, their offshore workplaces make them far less visible In
everyday life. This film follows a distant-water fishing vessel to the waters off
Argentina, closely documenting migrant fishers’ lives and working conditions
at sea. Such intimate access provides an essential point of reference for
understanding labor issues In distant-water fisheries. Viewers can further
deepen their understanding through The Reporter's investigative series
Fake, Exploitation, and Distressful Fishery and Greenpeace'’s film Blood,
Tears, and Fishers: The Sorrows of Taiwan's Distant-\Water Fisheries.

43



LGN Tea Land 2019.03.21-05.15

his fiction film, set around runaway migrant workers taking tempo-
rary Jobs in high-mountain tea plantations, uses a fast-paced narrative
and interwoven character perspectives to sharply portray Taiwan's
migrant labor policies and the issue of undocumented workers. Its inten-
sity prompts Taiwanese audiences to rethink the labels of "missing” or
‘runaway’ migrant workers. As an entry point, 7ea Land can be followed
by the documentary Sea You, Lovable Strangers by directors Tsai
Tsung-lung and Nguyen Kim-hong, which offers deeper insight into the
real conditions faced by these undocumented workers.

In 2004, South Korea introduced the Employment Permit System
(EPS), establishing a state-to-state labor recruitment model and launch-
Ing large-scale crackdowns on undocumented migrant workers, which

sparked waves of protest. This film documents the arrest and deporta-
tion of several labor movement leaders who led these protests and
follows their later trajectories.While Korea's EPS still faces many
problems, its state-led recruitment model has reduced abuses associat-
ed with private brokers. Comparing the Korean and Taiwanese systems
offers a useful lens for rethinking Taiwan’s future migrant labor policies.
For historical context on migrant labor in Korea and the struggles

surrounding the 2003 passage of EPS, viewers can also watch the same
director’s film Which Is lllegal?

Alllilly Long Time No Sea 2019.02.22-05.25

For this film festival, we hoped to include a film that could resonate
with Tailwanese audiences’ own experiences of labor migration. Long
Time No Sea tells the story of a young boy living with his grandmother
on Lanyu, waiting for his father who works in Kaohsiung. Through letters
describing the size of his feet, his hope for new sneakers, and everyday
life Infused with Austronesian elements, the film closely parallels the
experiences of Southeast Asian blue-collar migrant workers in Taiwan.

Told from a child’s perspective, the film is especially suitable for
upper elementary and secondary school audiences, allowing its impact
to travel from children back into their families. The film’s visibility was
further enhanced by the young lead actor’'s award at the Golden Horse
Film Awards, strengthening audience interest and motivation to watch.

Organizers: ICCS-NYCU

LUy Still, We are Migrant Workers 2019.03.15-05.24

AN EXE R

Event Report

(=] hiy [m]

hitps://iccs.chss.nycu.edu.tw/en/subproject.phpe¢USN=5014
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and Social Practice

2020.10.29

NYCU Cinema for the Arts

The “Inter-Asia Society Mini Film Festival Series,” organized
by ICCS-NYCU, uses diverse film forms to explore conflicts and
soclal issues across Inter-Asian societies through visual narra-
tives and cinematic language. This program screened four fllms—~Be-
hind the Miracle, Kong QI Nan Hai, 900 Meters of Distance, and
Nine Shots (teaser)—addressing contemporary Taiwanese issues
such as environmental protection and labor.

On migrant labor, the festival screened the teaser version of
Tsal Tsung-lung’'s documentary Nine Shots. The film centers on
the 2019 killing of Viethamese migrant worker Nguyen Quoc Phi,
who was fatally shot nine times by police while attempting to flee.
Tracing events from his escape to the court’s ruling of manslaughter
againstthe police officer, the film exposes multiple structural
problems In Talwan. Beyond interviews with those close to Nguyen,
the documentary employs a “spirit” voiceover—performed by a
young Vietnamese man reading Nguyen’'s Facebook posts—to
render his presence more vivid and prompt deeper reflection on
systemic injustice.

Organizers: ICCS-NYCU

“Nine Shots Teaser” -Mirror or Hammer?

FALL

—An Exploratory Journey Towards Film Making

lnter—Asia Societies
o748 Mini Film Festival

2020.10.29 (Thu) 13:30--17:30
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Event Report: hitps://iccs.chss.nycu.edu.tw/en/news.phpeUSN=745



Lives from Perantauan

2022.12.17

Justkids

Perantauan 1s an Indonesian term meaning “workers who leave home for distant places.” Related words
Include merantau, referring to a transient, mobile life of migration, and perantau, a traveler who lives abroad
while remaining emotionally tied to home.

On December 17, 2022, Lives from Perantauan: Stories of Indonesian Migrant Workers In Talwan was
held at Justkids Chizi in Hsinchu. The event featured Ang Wang (Indonesian fisher in Donggang), Wu
Ting-kuan (arts worker), Lan Yu-Chen (arts worker), and Wanci Jiang, author of Why Migrant Workers Love
Live Streaming. Through multiple perspectives, they shared stories of Indonesian migrant workers’ lives in
Tailwan—everyday struggles, brotherhood, faith, and homesickness. Ang Wang, an Indonesian musician,
performed a new single, while Wu Ting-kuan, Lan Yu-Chen, and Wanci Jiang presented recent works, includ-
Ing the exhibition Silaturahmi, co-created with the Indonesian fisher community in Donggang for TAIVWWANTfest
Vancouver 2022, and the newly published book Why Are Migrant Workers All Live Streaming? (ECUS
Publishing House).

W

£ AEME. EHNSE, TaE

;,,ﬁfﬁ EVRR#S L2 & #id A
N

F I LIVES EROM Mo E K A N 4? AU

2022/12/17 (Sat. )i 14:30-17:30
Cem BFjustkids I HTARERNNHSSK (ADERENH112W)

ME R sole Performance ;
E W Ang Wang

AN WEROENSNMNERTARHITRR
SILATURAHMI:Community Making and Art Practices
by the Indanesian Fisher's Community, Tangkang.
BE Speakers: MUN Wu Tingkuan. EMM Lan Yuchen

BIERPRE IR LB LE R T L L

. . . 4 g pe] Roded 4 b L L i
Little sorrows in the life of migrant workers e P

RE Speaker: I Jiang Wanci e U B TR T Beara il T 1eY |
S i E i L e e DL CC 8

Organizers: Event Report

CCS-NYCU

nternational Center for Cultural Studies, University System of Taiwan

ICS-UST

nstitute of Social Research and Cultural Studies, National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University

NSTC Project “Logistical Topologies of Global Labor Extraction: Civic Politics and Internal Colonialism”

hitps://iccs.chss.nycu.edu.tw/en/news.phpeUSN=1242
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Book Launch: NYANYIAN DI PERANTAUAN

2025.11.22

Small Books Bookstore

Following the publication of Songs from Afar: Collecting and
Writing Indonesian Migrant Workers” Songs in Taiwan 2021, the
project received strong positive feedback, with many musicians
actively sharing new works and performance information. Beyond
ongoing song collection, fieldwork, and a poster archiving project
with the Dangdut Studies Center, the team organized lecture-per-
formances and song-exchange workshops in collaboration with
local communities, festivals, and venues.

The book features 115 lyrics by 30 Indonesian musicians and
bands in or formerly in Talwan, spanning genres from folk, pop, , (
rock, metal, punk, reggae, hip-hop, dangdut, to farling. It includes NYANYIAN DI PERANTAUAN
works by artists such as Ang Wang and Maria Chullun, bands like iR 2 ¢ EPFRRS TR 4% 1 B4R 3R & Y5 2024))
JubahHitam, Dream of Death, and SOUTHERN RIOT, as well as S
tracks from first-generation migrant bands including Relix Band, Emieate | L T
Eyeshadow, and Pandawa.ltalso contains nine essays on
Indonesian migrant music scenes in Taiwan, with contributions by
Michael HB Raditya, Irfan Muhammad, Aubrey Fanani, and Ralf
Ruckus, exploring genres, scenes, and the links between labor,
migration, and musical expression.

Listening to songs from afar is the beginning. Through listen-
Ing, we connect, learn, and exchange with individuals across
music scenes, gaining the strength to move forward. Listening
also reminds us that we can go further—into the unknown—with-
out walking alone.

Event Report

Organizers:
ICCS-NYCU

Co-organizers:
Conflict, Justice, Decolonization 2.0: Asia in Transition in the 21st Century

Event Report: hitps://iccs.chss.nycu.edu.tw/en/publication.php?USN=145



... ﬂ.

-._l.l-.l.......-.n'..f}.-.. ...I....ﬂ-ﬁ.h.. ...nﬁ.....ul...n._..
o A ﬁrﬂ. —— s

i gt

SR F i -3 _.-.-.l
...J.__u..l.ﬂi.“.__.h.luu__.h.

il o

e i Ry g & mme s em
.l 1 - I ' " Y - ———

! - % ; ¥ _. |
1 g s "ol I w p J U B e o 7' o
. S : .... ml_.lr ”._”..- lrlm.n.“ﬁ_ﬂ‘m.._.l.__.}.. q|1.||.l.....!.... r - .-_...._J....,._ A
: - 13 : i5h I T.l#u‘fw.q..r 3 . L

i m.--..

o

el TR R
- s Dl s Ml o n LB,

II. u U-. .

u .hi... . .I. .-_..-#L.

e o BRW B R S R

iy crTEp—
e
.=
"
d gt ¥ ..... ..:-......“_._..n..
g A ¥ e

Rk =
|...__r....




49

28 Events in Total

@ EVENT DATE SPEAKER

Perceptions of Thais towards Refugees and
Migrants from Myanmar Seminar

March 29, 2019

List of Activities and Achievements (2019-2026)

Malee Sunpuwan

2 Migrant Workers Film Festival in 2019
The Helper March 23-May 5, 2019
Squid Jigging Fishing Boat March 22—-May 26, 2019
Tea Land March 21-May 15, 2019
Still, We are Migrant Workers March 15-May 24, 2019
Long Time No Sea February 22-May 25, 2019
3 Refugee and Migrant Worker: June 6, 2019 Josh Hong
Parallel Society in Malaysia Seminar
4 Dialogue between Law and Society: A Policy November 16-17, 2019 Chiung-Chih Chen, Yu-Fan Chiu,
Symposium on the Protection of Migrant Chih-Wei Chang, Chao-Yu Chou,
) : : Ting-Yu Sung, Bo-Shone Fu,
Workers’ Labor Rights Symposium Vi Shin Suiis. Yiie Chwie Les.
Chien-Wen Chen, Liang-Jung Lin
3 Understanding Durkheim in Multicultural March 31, 2020 Sudarat Musikawong
Migration and the Crisis of Labor
6 The Role of Ethnography in Studying April 1, 2020 Sudarat Musikawong
Taiwan's Migrant Workers and the
Broker System
7 “Nine Shots Teaser” -Mirror or Hammer? October 29, 2020
—An Exploratory Journey Towards Film
Making and Social Practice
3 Interventions from the South: Theoretical January 13-14, 2021 Seng-Guan Yeoh, Elaine Lynn-Ee Ho,
Perspectives and Pragmatic Issues of Wei-Qiang Lin, Jorge Tigno,
Migration, Logistics and Unequal Citizens Lajang Liaug, Jebine SOrdyEG
= the C £ the Covid-19 S ¢ Siti Rahayu, Mahi Ramakrishnan,
In the Context of the Covid- Sl Glorene Das, Shakirul Islam,
Jing-Ru Wu, Rizka Argadianti,
Allison Lee, Tashryn Mohd Shahrin,
Dina Nuriyati, Anis Hidayah,
Grace 1zi-Hua Huang,
Joanna Concepcion
9 Exceptional Zone at Sea and May 26, 2021 Sherry Lee, Hao-Hsiang Ko,
Dysfunctionality of Law? Future policies on Will Yang, Joshua Chen,
. . . Ansensius Guntur, CS,
migrant fishers and marine life Meng. Bin T.ee, Liang Jons b b
10 Future Labor Policies on Migrant Fishers November 19, 2021 Joyce C.H. Liu, Wen-Chen Chang,

and Flag of Convenience

Yu-Ton Lee, Yu-Fan Chiu,
Vivianne Weng, Allison Lee,
Liang-Jung Lin, Hui-Jung Chi,
Yi-Hsiang Shih



@ EVENT DATE SPEAKER

Non-Flag State’s Strategies for Human
Rights Protection of Migrant Fishermen:
Issues and Practice in Taiwan Law

March 16, 2022

Joyce C.H. Liu,
Yu-Fan Chiu,

Ming-Hao Yang

12 Can Equal Protection for Workers April 20, 2022 Ya-Wen Yang, Joyce C.H. Liu,
Transcend State Borders? —The Hard Case Yu-Fan Chiu, Pei-Lun Tsai,
of Temporary Migrant Worker Program Samia Dinkelaker

13 Statelessness and Labour Exploitation June 22, 2022 Joyce C.H. Liu, Bonny Ling,

I.eila Choukroune,
Michiel Hoornick, Yu-Fan Chiu

14 Corporate Accountability on Supply Chain December 13, 2022 Bonny Ling, Joyce C.H. Liu,
Management and Forced Labor Yu-Fan Chiu, Chih-Chieh Lin,

Yi-Hsiang Shih
15 Lives from Perantauan Seminar December 17, 2022 Ang Wang, Ting-Kuan Wu,
Yu-Chen Lan, Wan-Ci Jiang

16 Regulating Tech: Business and Human May 3, 2023 Dr. Lisa Hsin, Dr. Bonny Ling,
Rights for Technology Value Chains Yu-Fan Chiu

17 Practical Ethics of Responsibility and August 10, 2023 Ranabir Samaddar
Protection

18 Migration, Racial Minorities and August 12, 2023 Lisa Yuk-Ming Leung
Gig Labor: Concept and Methods

19 The Conundrum of Trafficking and August 12, 2023 Paula Banerjee
Statelessness in India

20 Nervous Nation: Covid Anxieties and August 13, 2023 Zhai Gong,

Mainland Migrant Struggles in Taiwan Andy Chih-ming Wang

21 Law as the Site of Statelessness and August 14, 2023 Michiel Hoornick,
Contestation: Europe, Northeast Asia, Ya-Wen Yang,

Southeast Asia, and South Asia, Bonny Ling, Yu-Fan Chiu,
on Land and at Sea Ming-Hao Yang

22 Absent Labor Protections in Taiwan—U.S. January 18, 2024 Yu-Fan Chiu, Yung-Ta Chien,
FTA Negotiations: Cross-Border Dialogue Szu-Yu Chen, Wen-Chi Chang
on Human Rights in Global Supply Chains

23 Key Business and Human Rights Issues April 10, 2024 Guna Subramaniam,

Neill Wilkins
24 Anniversary of the Human Trafficking April 30, 2025 Joyce C.H. Liu, Ping-Cheng Lo,

Prevention Act Amendment& the Prohibition
of Forced Labor Academic Seminar

Ya-Wen Yang, Yen-Ching Weng,
Yu-Ling Wang, Hsiao-Kan Lin,
Yu-Fan Chiu, Liang-Jung Lin,
Hui-Jung Chi, Yi-Hsiang Shih,
Bonny Ling
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@ EVENT DATE SPEAKER

Book Launch:
NYANYIAN DI PERANTAUAN

November 22, 2025

26 Policy Developments to Eliminate Forced December 10, 2025 Bo-Shone Fu, Jennifer Gordon,
Labor: A Legal Dialogue Among Taiwan, Yu-Fan Chiu,
the United States, and Thailand Panthip Pruksacholavit

27 Global Production Networks, the State, and May 4, 2026 Yu-Fan Chiu, Ting-Chien Chen,
Migrant Workers: Governing Labour in the Mei-Lin Pan,
Semiconductor Industry Chiung-Chih Chen

28 Trade Policy and Labor Rights: June 2, 2026 Yu-Fan Chiu, Ying-Jun Lin,

Competition and Convergence

Yen-Po Chen, Bonny Ling
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International Center for Cultural Studies
National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University (ICCS-NYCU)

—

National Yang Ming Chiao Tung
University School of Law

2 37, 5 W 2 5 K 5 BHETE S B

Sponsored by the Higher Education SPROUT Project through the Ministry of
Education and the International Center for Cultural Studies at National Yang
Ming Chiao Tung University

R103 HA Building 2, National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University,
1001 University Road, Hsinchu, Taiwan 300

T'EL: +886-3-5131531 Ext. 31658
FAX: +886-3-5734462

Chief Editor / Joyce C.H. Liu & Yu-Fan Chiu

Publication Date / September 2026

Contributing Editors / Yao-Chi Chan, Shan-Pe1 Su, Hui-ChenWu
Design / 44 DES!GN
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